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ought to be. Between the conservative and progressive
types of human mind and character, the conservative
and progressive forces whose resultant is the march of
human affairs, the difference is, in the abstract, radical
and fundamental. In the concrete, however, both types
are often represented in the same individual, both
forces are essential to the conservation of political
society. Human society is founded upon order and
lives by progress. The essential distinctions of political
party correspond to these two essential elements of
human society. Both are necessary to the State ; each
is the complement of the other. If either party
were left exclusively to its own bias and bent, society
would either moulder in stagnation or perish in revolu-
tion. But these alternative catastrophes are prevented
by the fact that parties are composed of men, and that
in all men, though one tendency or the other may
predominate, both tendencies exist. No man would
avow himself hostile to all change; few men desire to
sacrifice order in the pursuit of progress.
Parties are thus, in the abstract, associations of men
concerned in the conduct of public affairs who adopt
respectively opposing principles of action. But in the
temporary abeyance of organic differences any principle
which circumstances may suggest and honest men can
be persuaded to accept will serve for the basis of party
distinction. When this happens the distinction of parties
becomes artificial and not natural, and the last stage of
political infidelity is reached when the only discernible
principle of party action is that of resisting and thwart-
ing the measures proposed by the opposite party. These
are the times when honest and independent men act